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The Church of the Ascension, Southam 
 

Christmas seemed to start early this year as many of us gathered in the vil-
lage hall to make decorations for the Christmas tree, prior to it setting out on 
its journey to be part of the annual Christmas tree Festival at Oxenton, before 
returning to be a central part of our own decorations. Many thanks to all who 
organised this whole process and to all of you who joined in the fun!  
 

The church was packed for the Carol Service and looked beautiful bedecked 
in flowers and greenery, with the nativity scene in pride of place. Our thanks 
go to all who gave their talents to prepare the whole scene and to Colin Saxel-
by who took a wonderful service: with terrific music and so many children and 
adults taking part it really lifted our spirits. Tradition was also found on Christ-
mas morning when, once again, the church was absolutely packed from the 
Christmas tree to the altar. Although Canon Youens could not be with us him-
self after his recent bereavement, he ensured that the óchurch stockingô was 
there for us, filled with chocolates for everyone! Jean presided over an inspir-
ing service and gave out the contents of the Christmas stocking as if she had 
been doing it all her life!  
 

Loving our church as we do: both the congregation as well as the historic 
building, we are always pleased to share it with as many people as possible. 
So we opened the doors over the New Yearôs Bank Holiday weekend each 
afternoon. The weather helped as the sun shone, though the accident in 
Southam Lane curtailed the number of ópassers-byô dropping in as the road 
was cordoned off on Saturday. (We were just pleased that the injuries sus-
tained were not too horrific.) But there was a steady flow of visitors on Sunday 
afternoon and sociability came to a crescendo with the serving of mulled wine 
on Monday! 
 

The Joint Covenant service at the Methodist Church on January 1
st
 was also 

an inspirational start to the year, as we remembered again and thanked God 
for all the various ties we have to the whole Family of Christ, not only here in 
this Parish but widely throughout the world. Christ was born a long time ago, 
but his mission to gather his whole family together in Godôs name, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit continues to this day. We were asked, in a service 
before Christmas, when Christ would be coming again? Needless to say none 
of us could answer that question, but it would be wonderful if we were ready 
for such an occasion when it happens, wouldnôt it? 
 

What we do know is, now that we have a new start to a new year, we are 
blessed with a new opportunity to find out what Jesusô life and death really 
means. So I take this time to wish you all a peaceful, healthy and fulfilling year 
ahead, from all at the Church of the Ascension, Southam.  
 

Linda Jones 

1  

 

 

Southam Newsletter 
Feb 12 - Mar 12 No 421 

Contributions for the Apr/May Newsletter by  
15 March 2012 

    SOUTHAM ART GROUP 2012  
 EXHIBITION & COFFEE MORNING  

 

 AT SOUTHAM VILLAGE HALL ON FEB 18 th  

10.30 AM ð 12.30 PM  
 

 
 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SOMETHING   

DIFFERENT TO DO ON A SATURDAY MORNING?  
 

Then why not come to our Art Exhibition where 

there will be art work for sale at  very reasonable 

prices  
 

Admission £1.50 to include refreshments, children free  

Proceeds in aid of the Village Hall  
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We are always pleased to receive and publish letters.  
When writing please provide a name, address and 
telephone number.  On request, the name and address of 
correspondents will be withheld. 

 

Several new families have recently moved into Southam 
 
In New Road we welcome Linda and Nick Anderson who have three grown up 
children, two working in Washington DC and the third in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
 
Steph and Matt Polley have moved into Old School Cottage in School Lane 
after working in London for two years. 
 
Also in School Lane live Susanna and Andrew Tyrrell and they are expecting 
their first baby at the end of April. 
 
In The Close we have Leanne and Carl Ryder and their three daughters Laura 
aged 8, Michaela aged 5 and Scarlett who is nearly a year old. 
 
In Haymes Road live two dear little boys, Teddy aged 7 months and JP aged 
two.  They live with their parents, Becca and Richie. 
 
We extend a warm welcome to them all and hope they will be very happy in 
Southam. 
 
We are sorry to report the death on 10th January 2012 of Bonita Biffin from 
Ratcliff Lawns.  We send our sympathy to husband Don and daughter Jane. 
 
Also on 14th January, two days before his 98th birthday, Alf Craner who lived 
with his daughter Janet Cook in Southam Lane.  Our condolences to the 
family. 
 
 
 
A big thank you to Mrs Julia Cochrane who has offered to deliver Southam 
Newsletters in Nutters Wood, Cleeve Hill.  She now joins an important group 
of kind people who deliver our Newsletter to your door. 
 
 

Signs of Spring 
 
As we go to press the first snowdrops have appeared in the garden.  Even 
more amazing are new buds on the rose bushes. 
 
 

Contact 
ednajsmith@btinternet.com 
Telephone 01242 520137 
Letters - 37 Ratcliff Lawns 
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  Church of The Ascension Services   

5th February Eucharist Order BCP 10.30 am 

12th February Family Service 
 

10.30 am 

19th February Eucharist  Order 1 CW 
 

10.30 am 

26th February 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Morning Service 10.30 am 

4th March Eucharist Order BCP 10.30 am 

11th March Eucharist Order 1CW 10.30 am 

18th March Family Service - Mothering Sunday 10.30 am 

25th March Morning Worship 10.30 am 

Every Thursday 
morning 

Ecumenical morning prayers 
 

8.30 am 

Further details from Bishops Cleeve Church Office 
Email: bcparishoffice@btinternet.com   Tel  673612  

 
Boxing Day Challenge 

 
700 runners .and walkers took part in the Boxing Day Challenge at the  
Racecourse and raised Ã5000 for Winstonôs Wish.  The highlight of the event 
was when participants did warm up exercises led by a personal trainer who 
was in the stands. 
 
Mrs Brewer, on behalf of James, commented on the wonderful and jolly  
atmosphere and wished to thank everyone for taking part. 
 
James is at present training at St Maryôs in Twickenham and we wish him 
well. 
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USEFUL NUMBERS 

Tewkesbury Borough Council 01684 295010 

Bishopôs Cleeve Police Station 01242  276224 

Glos CC Road hazards / repairs 01452 425000 

NHS Direct (local call) - health related enquiries 0845 4647 

Care Direct (free call) - benefits, appliances and care enquiries for older 0800 444000 

Dental Help-lineðinfo on dental access centres for pain relief 01452 318858 

Southam Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator - Chris Cooper 01242 525559 

Southam Footpaths Officer - Bob Price 01242 232527 

Noverton View liaison - John Barben 01242 230377 

Southam Webmaster - David Jones 01242 516187 

SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman Mr Kevin  Wilcox 262130 

Members Mr McAnoy 520133 

 Mrs Holloway 663709 

 Mr Noel Hemming 521052 

 Mr Paul Nurden 522382 

 Mr Ben Thomas 518503 

 Mr Jeff Grinnell 233113 

Clerk: position vacant 

TEWKESBURY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 

Mrs F M Ogden 674156 

Mr M Dean 670345 

GLOS COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Mr G Shurmer 01684 773934 

NEWSLETTER TEAM 

Editor Edna Smith 
37 Ratcliff Lawns 

520137 

Production Barbara Lloyd 580014 

Advertisements Margaret Steventon 237876 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Parish Council chairman@southamtoday.org.uk 

Southam website webmaster@southamtoday.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor ednajsmith@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Production barbaraandstephen@btinternet.com 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

Last September the WI helped to organise the Macmillan Coffee Morning in 
the absence of Honor Hobbs due to illness.   
 

The WI and Honor and her friends are no longer keen to continue arranging 
this coffee morning.  Is there anyone else in the Village willing to take on this 
worthwhile event?  If so please contact Honor Hobbs on 520188. 
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TREE SURGERY 
by GRAHAM FEAKINS HND 

X Tree felling 
X Reshaping 
X Crown reductions 
X Stump grinding 
X Hedge trimming 
X Fruit tree pruning 
X Shrub pruning 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

01242 680362 
GREEN ORCHARD, DEERHURST WALTON, 

CHELTENHAM, GLOS, GL19 4BS 

QUALIFIED STAFF 
FULLY INSURED 
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 

 
FREE ADVICE 

TREE / SHRUB PLANTING 
 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE 
 

WOOD CHIP MULCH 

 
 

b-digital 
 
 

Aerial & Satellite Services 
 
 

www.b-digital.co.uk 
 

07958 619849 
 

01386 881556 
 

Dumbleton based 
 

Reliable and careful 
 

Aerial - Satellite  
CCTV Services - Freeview  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Andrew Sullivan 

Home & Garden Services 
· Maintenance and repairs to homes & gardens 

· Interior & exterior painting 

· Lawn and hedge cutting 

· Garden clearance & regular maintenance 

· Guttering & fascia cleaning, 

replacement & repairs 

· Powered brush & pressure washing for 

cleaning drives & block paving 

· All work considered 

Full indemnity insurance 
Reliable trustworthy local service 

Call me for friendly no obligation advice 
 

Telephone  01242 521555 
Mobile  07906 510808 

 

 

J & R P ILKINGTON  

Quality Butchers  
2 THE GREEN, BISHOPS CLEEVE, GLOS. 

×BestScotch Beef & Local Pork 

×English & Welsh Lamb 

×Home-made Sausages (Variety of Flavours) 

×Home-made Prize Winning Pies 

×Dry Cured Bacon 

×Cooked Meats - Prepared for that Special Occasion 

×Venison, Pheasants & Other Game (Seasonal) 

×BBQ Specials: Home-made Burgers, Grill Sticks, 

Kebabs, Sparibs, Chicken Drumsticks. 

TELEPHONE 672193 
FREE PARKING 
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A L E X A N D E R   B U R N   L T D 

F U N E R A L   D I R E C T O R S 

 

COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT 

AND RESPECTFUL 
Independent family business 

24 hour personal service 
Private chapels of  rest 

 

T: 01242 673 300 
www.alexanderburn.com 

22 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham GL52 8LR 

Craig Warner  
Electrical Services 
with over 20 years experience 

 
Reliable local NIC/Part P approved contractor 

Domestic & Commercial including  
Rewires 

Extra Sockets 
Security Alarms & Lighting  
Fuse Box Upgrades 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Fire Alarms 
Testing & Inspection 
Free Estimates 

 

References available on request 
 

Tel: 01242 261021 Mobile: 07770473757 
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PIGEON HOUSE COTTAGE 

BED & BREAKFAST  

ACCOMMODATION  

 

If you are planning a Family gathering 

a Wedding or Party you may find 

that you need extra accommodation 

for your friends & Family 
 

You may need a local B&B! 
 

Why not visit out website! 

www.pigeonhousecottage.co.uk 

Or ring Barbara on 584255 

Jeff Grinnell 
Gas & Oil Heating Services 

 
Boiler change & breakdown specialist 
Offering a prompt & efficient service 
for all your heating & plumbing  

Requirements 
Power flushing: landlords safety  

Certificates 
Servicing & repairs 

Fires : cookers : caravans : LPG 
 

Worcester Bosch accredited installer 
 

Tel/Fax: 01242 233113 
Mobile: 07966 179824 

Website: www.jeffgrinnell.co.uk 
Email: sales@jeffgrinnell.co.uk 

 
CORGI & OFTEC registered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS 

  
* Client Car 
Park 

  

¶ Compensation Claims (no win no fee) 

¶ Divorce / Family / Collaborative 

¶ Employment Law 

¶ Wills / Estates / Probate 

¶ Conveyancing 

¶ Business: Sales / Purchases / Leases 
Appointments at Basepoint, Tewkesbury 
Business Park 

Moore Brown & Dixon LLP 
Solicitors 

69/70 High Street, Tewkesbury, Glos. 

and at Upton Upon Severn 

e-mail: solicitors@mbdlaw.co.uk 

 * Facilities 
and access 
for the 
Disabled 

 
 
  
  

* Home visits 
if needed 

Tewkesbury 01684 292341 
www.mbdlaw.co.uk 
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SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Dear Residents 

The Council have arranged an open, informal parish meeting to take place on 
the 28th February at 7.30 pm in Southam Village Hall. 

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the meaning of a Parish Plan and to 
obtain the views of residents on how to progress the Plan.  Please come 
along, because your input is very important. 

It would also be extremely helpful to have representatives from all community 
groups based in the Parish in attendance. 

In the meantime I am drawing your attention to the Joint Core Strategy 
consultation which is ongoing and can be accessed through Tewkesbury 
Borough Council website or by attendance at various drop-in meetings.  A 
leaflet giving more details of the consultation is enclosed with this newsletter. 

We look forward to seeing you on the 28th February. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Gill Jennings 
Clerk to Southam Parish Council  
 

BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
 
 
The Poppy Appeal and Coffee Morning, together with collection box contribu-
tions raised a total of Ã434.30.  This was forwarded in November to the Wood-
mancote and District Royal British Legion and contributed to the success of 
the local Poppy Appeal. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your generosity in supporting the Appeal in what-
ever way and assisting to raise this sum.  It is very much appreciated. 
 
The Coffee Morning this year will be on Saturday, 10 November from  
10.30 am until 12 noon. 
 

Jenny Cooper 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 

I have recently received reports of domestic dwellings being 
visited by nothing other than thieves.  Access is often gained 
through both windows and doors left open, often at the back 

of the house, affording would-be thieves cover.  Not only have jewellery and 
cash been removed, but also valuable Christmas presents.   
 

The advice I wish to give, like the police, is vigilance ï making sure doors and 
windows are securely fastened and locked when you are out.  If you are plan-
ning to leave for a day or perhaps a short winter break, it is advisable to notify 
a neighbour, perhaps one who has a good view of your property, and if they 
are suspicious, they should not hesitate to ring 999.  The police are quite will-
ing to accept a call if it is felt that a theft is taking place. 
 

The lighter nights are on their way which will help us all and hope we have 
some sunny Spring mornings to welcome some nice sunny Summer days. 
 

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas, in touch with families who are ever 
more far-flung, or so it seems.   
 

I wish you a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 
 

Chris Cooper, 01242 525559 
 

Please note that there have been two recent break ins in New Road - Editor 

 

 

PCSO 9010 Bill Wren 
Police Community Support Officer 

Tewkesbury LPA 
Gloucestershire Constabulary 

 
Tewkesbury Police Station, Barton Street, Tewkesbury, GLOS GL20 5PR  
(0845 0901234 ext 7327 
mailto:william.wren@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 
 

There is now a Police information Point at Bishops Cleeve Library with police 
in attendance at various times 

The local police can also be emailed at Tewkesbury.LPA.Communities 
@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:william.wren@gloucestershire.police.uk
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SOUTHAM WOMENôS INSTITUTE REPORT  

 
December 11/January 12 

 
The entertainment for our Christmas Meeting was very ably 

provided by members Edna Smith, Pat Backhouse and Sheila Johnson who 
was also responsible for scriptwriting.  The first half consisted of well-loved 
sketches. After seasonal refreshments we entered into the world of Cinderella 
and her ugly sisters (both played by Pat, manically swapping wigs).  Near 
neighbours of the Village Hall no doubt heard the laughter and wondered what 
was going on!  We all enjoyed the evening very much and thanks go again to 
everyone who made it such a success. 
 
The Ellenborough Park Hotel was the venue for our Christmas lunch. 40 
members and visitors sat down for a splendid meal in sumptuous 
surroundings.  Many thanks to Margaret Steventon for conceiving and 
planning the whole event. 
 
The January afternoon tea took place on a very sunny afternoon. The 
daffodils on the tables, arranged by Monica Roder, made for a feel of Spring. 
After tea several members read poems and stories on the theme of 
Gloucestershire. There was even a story and painting of the County Cricket 
team. 
 
February 7

th
 Meeting - The Twyning Players present a Murder Mystery. This is 

an Open Meeting. Friends from the village are invited to join us in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

If you are interested in joining us please come along, or ring me  for more 
information. New members are always very welcome. 

 
Jo Checketts (for Janet Cook) 

 

Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Sheila Johnson of Southam Lane who is a member of the 
National Association of Speakers Clubs and who recently won cups for the 
Speech and Evaluation competitions held in Cheltenham. 
 
Anyone who is interested in ólearning to speak with confidenceô please ring 
Sheila on 520292. 
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DAVID BILLINGHAM & PARTNERS  
Solicitors 

Commissioners for Oaths 
 

Conveyancing and Property services 
(Telephone or written quotations with pleasure) 

 

Family Law and Children Cases 
Member of the Law Society Specialist Children Panel 

 

Criminal Law and Road Traffic Cases 
 

Wills - Powers of Attorney - Probate - Administration of Estates 
 

Mill House 2 Church Road Bishopôs Cleeve 

Cheltenham  Gloucestershire 
 

Telephone  01242 676224     Facsimile 01242 677131 
 

Wheelchair Access                         Convenient Parking 

European Healthcare Group PLC 

BAY TREE COURT 
Care Centre 
Care with Compassion 

 

This prestigious care centre 
in Prestbury provides 
accommodation for 
Independent Living, 
Residential and Nursing 
Care and Respite Breaks. 

 

For more information, or 
to view the accommodation, 
please contact the Manager 

 

01242 236000 
 

Bay Tree Court Care Centre, High Street, 
Prestbury, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL52 3AU  

telephone: 01242 236000  fax: 01242 244576 

 
 

 
CLARE SPILLER 

 
 

HPC Registered Chiropodist 
 

Telephone for Appointments 
 

Home Visiting: 01242 672836 
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CLASSICS AT PRESCOTT 
CHELTENHAM CLEEVE VALE ROTARY 

CLUB 
The original event in its 9 th year 

 

$-"44*$4 w%3*7& 5)& )*--½ 

SUNDAY 13th MAY 2012 

10am ¦ 4pm 
 

CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY 
with 

 

w5)& 13&4$055 )*-- $"7"-$"%&½ 
 

Spectators £15 per car  
Includes all passengers, car park,  

free entry to Bugatti Trust Museum  

and Souvenir Programme 
 

Entry Forms: www.cleevevale.org.uk 
 

All proceeds to charity 
(Last year this event raised Ã25,000) 
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We are a local, Gloucester, family run company, based in Brockworth 

 

WE OFFER RELIABLE & CONSISTENT 
CARE 

IN YOUR HOME 
Care can be full time live-in  

Or 
Short periods, from İhr, to suit you  

 

We can assist you with: - 
Personal Care ï Bathing/Showering 
Preparation of, and help with, Meals 

Light Household Tasks ï Dusting, Cleaning,  
Washing, Ironing, Shopping 

For further details/inquiries please ring Jenny or Lisa on 01452 526150 


