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Southam Parish Council                                                                                            

 
 

M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) of 
the Full Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th April 2022 at 7.30pm. 
 

Councillors present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chairman), Cllr Carli Burke, Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr 

Karen Licence, Cllr Rebecca Prince. 

 
Also Present:   4 members of the public 

  Liz Dowie (Clerk). 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.34pm. 
 

1. To receive apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllr John Workman, County Cllr David Gray and Borough 
Cllrs Keja Berliner and Mike Dean. 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest. 

Cllr Lennon declared an interest in item 7.2 

3. To agree the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 8th March 2022. 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th March 2022 were approved 
unanimously and were signed by the Chairman.   

4. To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors. 

No County and Borough Councillors were present at the meeting. 

5. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk. 

Cllr Licence reported that the road surface was showing signs of collapsing in the area of 

the previously repaired sinkhole on Noverton Lane.  The Clerk would draw this to the 

attention of the Highways Department. 

She also reported that the area around the balancing pond had been cleared (possibly 

ahead of the area being adopted by TBC) and that this may now pose a danger to the 

public as there is no signage to indicate the steep drop at the edge of the pond.  The Clerk 

will report this to TBC. 

Cllr Lennon reported that he had carried out the quarterly check of bank reconciliations 

and that all were in order. 

Carli Burke welcomed the clearance of hedging at the back of Dawn Run as this would 

deter dog walkers from leaving bags in the area pending the installation of the dog waste 

bin. 

Cllr Wood reported that the Village Hall AGM would take place on 26th April.  A Jazz 

Evening would be held on 24th June.   
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The Clerk reported as follows: 

• The GCC Sustainability Officer had made some suggestions regarding possible 
species of tree to be planted at the top of Southam Lane.  The Clerk passed round 
details of Queen’s Green Canopy plaques which are made to order by Royal 
British Legion Industries which provides employment for disadvanteaged and 
disabled veterans.  Councillors requested that an order be placed for a plaque 
costing £144. 

• The Cotswold Warden had replaced the broken stile opposite the Ellenborough 
Park Hotel  with a kissing gate. 

• Invoices totalling £460 for newsletter advertising had been despatched and 4 
payments had been received to date. 

• The drainage improvement works on Cleeve Hill would now take longer due to 
initial issues on site.  The works are now expected to finish on 22nd April. 

• The Town and Parish Councils Seminar hosted by TBC will take place on 15th 
June.  Cllrs Wood and Prince indicated that they would like to attend. 

• The Clerk had sought the assistance of the TBC Community and Place 
Development Officer in progressing the Parish Council’s request for a dog waste 
bin by Dawn Run at the end of Desert Orchid Road, which had originally been 
requested in February 2020.  She had obtained confirmation that bins were now in 
stock and would be installed later this month with the Parish Council meeting the 
cost.  

6. Public adjournment. 

A resident raised again the issue of the stagnant oily pond at the back of the Ellenborough 

Park Hotel.  Although barriers were erected around this, these were now sinking into the 

ground.  The Clerk has repeatedly emailed the hotel about this without reply and she 

would raise this with the management again. 

A resident explained the background to Motion 876 passed by Gloucestershire CC 

regarding more widespread use of 20 mph speed limits.  The resident asked if the Parish 

Council would pass a resolution to support 20 mph limits on Southam Lane, New Road 

and School Road so that GCC is clear as to the Council’s stance on the matter.  It was 

agreed that this would be added to the agenda for consideration at the May meeting.  

A resident asked if the Council had policies regarding renewable energy such as the 

installation of a wind turbine to provide income to the village.  It was noted that the  

Council was not a landowner, and it was suggested that Tewkesbury Borough Council 

might be consulted regarding its policy on climate change and renewable energy. 

7. Planning. 

7.1 To consider the following planning applications:: 

22/00315/FUL – Land to North of Darkes Cottage, Noverton Lane,Cheltenham – Erection 

of two dwellings.  No objection in principle to the erection of two dwellings on this 

site but would welcome clarity regarding the materials to be used on the external 

elements of the houses, in particular the roof materials.  Concerns regarding the 

proposed access due to the increase in traffic emerging onto this narrower stretch 

of road close to the bend which already can be hazardous for drivers and 

pedestrians. 

21/01101/FUL – Huddlestone, Lye Lane, Cleeve Hill – Section 73 application to vary  

approved plans condition of non-material minor amendment 21/00371/NMA, variation of  

condition 3 (material of rainscreen cladding) and condition 6 of application 14/00264/FUL 

to sedum and grass roof.  Objection to this application despite the submission of 

revised plans.  The development of the property as built is substantially different to 
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that shown in the original application in 2014 and, as stated previously, the 

development is on a larger scale both in height and footprint than approved.   

Council reiterates its comments regarding the rainscreen cladding and roof 

materials.  The sedum roof is necessary to mitigate the effect of the impact of the 

property within the AONB when viewed from Cleeve Common and the addition of 

solar panels is not considered appropriate for this setting. 

22/00318/LBC – The Hewletts, Aggs Hill – Internal alterations to first floor.  No objection. 

7.2  To note the appeal against refusal of Application 21/00982/FUL – Manor Farm, 

Southam Lane - Change of use of a portal framed agricultural building and land adjacent 

to west and south for the storage of caravans and motorhomes together with the siting of 

6no. storage containers (part retrospective).  Cllr Lennon took no part in the discussion.  

Additional comments to be submitted objecting to the parking of caravans and 

motorhomes outside the agricultural building.  

 7.3.Other planning matters. 

7.3.1 The Clerk attended the appeal hearing in respect of the refusal of permission for  

            application 19/000986/FUL – Green Orchard, Kayte Lane – Change of use of land to use   

            as residential gypsy caravan site, including the stationing of 4 caravans for residential  

            purposes, of which no more than 2 shall be static caravans,  retention and extension of  

            hardstanding, retention of existing stable and utility buildings and boundary fencing. 

7.3.2  The Clerk reported that it had been necessary to withdraw the formal objection to 

the erection of the garage which was included in Application 22/00120/FUL since it 

complies with para 149 of the National Planning Policy Framework and would not be a 

disproportionate addition due to the volume calculations.  It was confirmed that the 

proposed materials would be in keeping with the existing dwelling and that landscaping 

has been introduced to mitigate the impact on the wider countryside views and towards 

the AONB. 

7.3.3  Notification had been received of an enforcement investigation – 2 Cockbury Court, 

Winchcombe – Large decking constructed of gabions built across back of cottage.  

Structure approx 6 ft and within 1m of neighbour’s boundary allowing those on the decking 

to see into neighbour’s garden and dining room. 

 

8. Annual Renewal of GAPTC Membership. 
Councillors agreed to renew the annual membership with GAPTC from 1st April 2022 at a 
cost of £249.43. 
 

9. Annual Renewal of Insurance. 
The 3 year agreement with Gallagher was coming to an end on 30th April and the Clerk 
had obtained 3 quotations: 
Gallagher  £579.58 (inc £50 admin fee) 
BHIB    £1,005.21 
Zurich   £465.37  (£442.63 for 3 year LTA) 
The BHIB premium was substantially higher as it is based on population rather than 
assets held.  Councillors agreed to accept the Zurich quotation of £442.63 for a 3 year 
agreement. 
 

10. Correspondence. 
An email had been received from a resident requesting that a bus shelter be erected over 
the bench by the bus stop on Old Road.  The Clerk had investigated options and it was 
possible that a shelter might be feasible at this location but a new bench may have to be 
installed as part of the shelter. There was no budget in the current year to meet the cost 
but Councillors were in agreement that this might be investigated further.  Residents in the 
vicinity of the bus stop would be consulted and permission would be required from 
Gloucestershire Highways. 
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11. Annual Parish Meeting. 
The Clerk advised that Dave Holland, Road Safety Officer and Farah Devji-Large, PCSO 
had accepted invitations to attend the Annual Parish Meeting.   The Southam Community 
Speedwatch Team were also happy to talk to residents about speedwatch in the village.  
The meeting would start at 7.00pm and, after a break for refreshments, would be followed 
by the Annual Parish Council Meeting. 
 

12. Finance. 
12.1 The annual accounts and year end bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2022 
(previously circulated) were approved by the Council. 

      12.2.Covered under item 5. 

            12.3 The earmarked reserves as stated in the annual accounts were agreed: 

  Support Group (for Jubilee)   £47.51 

  Website                  £705.00 

  Noverton bin   £330.00 

  New kissing gate  £190.00 

12.4 The Council confirmed that, with receipts and payments for the year both being less 

than £25,000, it meets the qualifying criteria for the financial year 2021/22 to certify itself 

exempt from a limited assurance review. The Certificate of Exemption was signed by the 

Chairman. 

12.5 The National Salary Award for 2021/22 was noted and it was agreed to include the 

backpay for the previous 12 months in the Clerk’s April salary. 

12.6 Payments for April were approved by the Council: newsletter printing £147.00, 

            GAPTC annual subscription £249.43, Clerk’s salary £325.03,mileage/office costs £148.08,  

            PAYE £81.20, Southam Village Hall – contribution to Jubilee costs £47.51. 

 

13. Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th May 2022 at 8.00pm at Southam Village 

Hall. (Annual Parish Council Meeting - to be held immediately after the Annual Parish 

Meeting). 

The meeting closed at 8.29 pm  


