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Lloyd’s Home & Garden Maintenance

T: 01242 524105  M: 07914 641609

Email: john.lloyd1966@btinternet.com

Services Provided

Internal Painting & Decorating                         External        Patio laying & maintenance

Security locks fitted                                                  Fence erecting & maintenance

Tiling                                                                         Lawn maintenance

Basic Plumbing                                                        Garden maintenance

Blind Fitting                                                              Gutter/Drain clearance

Furniture assembly                                                   Security items fitted

Locksmith work

          All work fully insured & carried out by a CRB checked person. 10%discount for OAPs

PROACTIVE
PLUMBING 
SOLUTIONS

Based in Bishops Cleeve, we are ideally 
situated to provide high quality plumbing and 
heating services to customers across 
Gloucestershire. Our ethos is to provide 
honest quotes and advice, alongside quality 
workmanship. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact us as we are always on call to help. 
We are Gas Safe Registered and hold valid 
public liability insurance.

     T:  01242 300 173

     M: 07835 107 651

stu@proactiveplumbingsolutions.co.uk
www.proactiveplumbingsolutions.co.uk
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Contact 
ednajsmith@btinternet.com 
Telephone – 01242 520 137 
Letters – 37 Ratcliff Lawns 

Edna’s Epistle… 

Edna Smith

Phone:   01242 520137              email:  ednajsmith@btinternet.com 

We are always pleased to receive and publish your letters. 

When writing, please provide a name, address and telephone 

number. On request, the name and address of correspondents 

will be withheld. 
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A very warm welcome to Graham and Zaria Parton and their 3 children. Imogen who 
is a young lady aged 21.  Finn a young gentleman aged 18, and last, but by no 
means least, Amelie at the wonderful age of 15. How lucky they are to live, not quite 
on the top, of Cleeve Hill. May you enjoy every day of your life on our beautiful 
Cleeve Hill. 

Southam Gardening Club

The meeting on 20th January was a most enlightening talk by Roger Umpelby entitled 
‘Bees – what’s all the fuss about?’  Roger is a Consultant Entomologist and part-time 
advisor for the RHS.
 
Then on 17th February Caroline Sheldrick, a medical herbalist, gave a fascinating talk 
about medicinal herbs in the garden.

There wasn’t a meeting in March as the third Thursday fell in Race Week.

On 21st April James Cooper gave a most interesting talk entitled “Ned and Bumps”, 
the Unrivalled Partnership of Sir Edwin Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll.

In June we will be visiting the garden of Liz and Ian Ramsey on Cleeve Hill on 
Tuesday 28th June and on 21st July we will be back in the hall when Gail Plant will 
give us an introduction to herbs.

Meetings are generally held on third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall.
All are welcome, no gardening experience necessary, you don’t even need to have a 
garden!

For more information contact gardens@southamtoday.org.uk or phone 07980 699036

If you wish to be added to the email distribution list, please email 
gardens@southamtoday.org.uk

Gardening Club Jubilee Plant Sale!

The Gardening Club is planning to do a Plant Sale on Sunday 5th June after lunch in 
the village hall from 2.00 till 4.00pm as part of the Jubilee celebrations.

mailto:gardens@southamtoday.org.ik
mailto:gardens@southamtoday.org.ik


The Church of the 
Ascension, Southam

 

 

Edna Smith – 01242 520 137 

 

“Drop-In”

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

In May the supporters of “Drop-In“ and friends enjoyed an interesting trip to Highfield Nursery near 
Whitminster. What a place! So much to see ! The plantaria had just been completed and is the 
largest in Europe and certainly state of the art. The continuous use of rainwater drained from the 
roof was very cleverly collected. Not just plants though. You mention it and there was an area to 
see and spend !! An excellent restaurant with stunning views across the Severn Valley was most 
welcome. Well worth a visit and much enjoyed by all with a big thank you to the organisers.
ES
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5th June 2022
A Jubilee Celebration with Holy 
Communion 

Southam Church 10.00am

19th June 2022 Holy Communion * Southam Church 10.00am

26th June 2022 Breakfast Church ** Southam Village Hall 09.30am

17th July 2022 Holy Communion Southam Church 10:00am

24th July 2022 Breakfast Church Southam Village Hall 09:30am

DROP-IN to the Village 
Hall for a cup of tea and 

slice of cake and join the 
increasing numbers 

dropping in twice every 
month

Wednesday 8th June
Wednesday  22nd June
Wednesday 13th July
Wednesday 27th July
All at 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm

Advertise your business here!
Please contact Edna Smith for more details

ednajsmith@btinternet.com

Telephone – 01242 520 137

*  Holy Communion taken by Rector Malc as his farewell to Southam Parish.
** Welcome to Adrian Beere, our new temporary curate, who will conduct the service.

mailto:ednajsmith@btinternet.com


Jeff Grinnell Ltd
Gas & Oil Heating Services

Boiler change & breakdown specialist, offering a prompt and efficient service for all 
your heating and plumbing requirements

Power Flushing
Landlords safety certificates

Servicing and repairs
Fires; Cookers; Caravans; LPG

Worcester Bosch accreditted installer

Tel/Fax: 01242 233 113
Mobile: 07966 179 824

Website: www.jeffgrinnell.co.uk
Email:  sales@jeffgrinnell.co.uk

GAS SAFE & OFTEC registered

European Healthcare Group PLC

BAY TREE COURT
Care Centre

Care with Compassion

This prestigious care centre in Prestbury provides 
accommodation for Independent Living, Residential 

Care and Respite Breaks.

For more information, or to view accommodation, 
please contact the Manager

01242 236 000
Bay Tree Court Care Centre, High Street, Prestbury, 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 3AU
Telephone: 01242 236 00

Fax: 01242 244 576
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Does Anyone 
remember when the 
30 mph limits were 
introduced? It looks 
like it was between 30 
and 40 years ago that 
the speed limit on 
Southam Lane was 
reduced from 60 mph 
to 30mph.
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It may surprise you to learn that we have a foodbank locally in Bishop’s Cleeve.  This busy outlet is 
part of the North Cotswold Foodbank which has seen a marked increase in the number of people 
fed over the last 5 years and in particular a sharp increase in the second half of last year as the cost 
of living started to rise.  
We are all aware of the challenges ahead and the forecast is that more people will need to access 
our foodbank. 
We are also starting to see Ukrainian families arriving in  our area and accessing our service.

 
How You Can Help:

The foodbank relies heavily on donations to replenish their stocks and be able to send out food 
parcels. Non-perishable food items, toiletries and household cleaning products make up the bulk of 
a food parcel.  An up-to-date list of items we are short of is available on the North Cotswold 
Foodbank website.

Donations can be delivered to: Joseph Welsh, 9 Ratcliff Lawns, Southam.
Mob: 07751 832 371 or 01242 529 407 Email: foodbank@southamtoday.org.uk ; or donations can 
be collected from you.
They can also be left in church during services or the porch of Monks Well, Southam Lane.

Thank you for your support.
Gill Donovan
Lead Volunteer
Bishops Cleeve Outlet

Bishops Cleeve Food Bank

Forthcoming Events

Jubilee Family Fun Friday - Kites, crowns & crafts

Join us for a Jubilee themed drop-in session in the golf club garden on the 3 rd of June 2022, 
between 13:00 and 15:00

For all the details keep an eye on our website: 
www.cleevecommon.org.uk/events-calendar.

or follow us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

mailto:foodbank@southamtoday.org.uk


SOUTHAM WOMEN’S INSTITUTE REPORT  
 

         Report from April/May 2022 and forthcoming
events 

 

       

Southam WI meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 19:30 in the village hall.  We 
are a friendly group with a varied programme of events and we always welcome new 
members.  New members can come for three free meetings before deciding on 
whether to join.  If you would like to find out more about what we do, please contact 
one of the Secretaries (details below).  

Pauline Cook-McAnoy Tel: 01242-520133

Isabel Henchy Tel: 01242-221440 – email: issy@henchy.uk 

Secretaries  
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For our April meeting, we enjoyed a demonstration of how to make a trug by Carl 
Sadler.  He emphasised that traditional trugs are not made of bamboo and that sweet 
chestnut, ash and willow are used for a superior product.   The first written mention of 
a trug was in Thomas Smith’s family diaries in the 4th century.  ‘Trug’ is the Anglo-
Saxon word meaning ‘boat shaped’ and so the first thing to create when making a 
trug is the keel.  The next two pieces are the inners as they go inside the keel and 
then the outer goes on the outside.  You can transport anything in a trug, even water! 
 Trugs used to be sold in bushel, half bushel and pints not small, medium and large.  
The smallest trugs were used to transport eggs.  After the demonstration, we had the 
opportunity to purchase a trug if we wanted to.  

Ged Cassell was the speaker for our May meeting, talking about the butterflies of 
Gloucestershire.  It was amazing to learn just how many different types of butterflies 
are to be found very near to Southam.  Although the Duke of Burgundy is declining in 
numbers, it can be found in the preservation area near the radio masts on Cleeve Hill 
as can the Holly blue, the Small blue and the Adonis blue.  The Chalkhill blue can be 
seen in Winchcombe on Nottingham Hill and the Orange Tip can be found at 
Slimbridge.  Ged gave us some tips on how to attract butterflies into your garden.  
They like places where they can bask in the sunshine, they lay their eggs on stinging 
nettles and ivy so it is nice to try to have both of these in a corner somewhere (not 
ideal for tidy gardens!).  They also like buddleia and honeysuckle.

The subject for our 7 June meeting is ‘a contemplative life’ by John Donovan.  



  

Craig Warner 

Electrical Services 
with over 20 years’ experience 

Reliable local NIC/Part P approved contractor 

Domestic & Commercial including 

Rewires 

Extra Sockets 

Security Alarms & Lighting 

Fuse Box Upgrades 

Landlord Safety Checks 

Fire Alarms 

Testing & Inspection 

Free Estimates 

References available on request 

Tel: 01242 261 021  Mob: 07770 473 757 

ALEXANDER BURN LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT & RESPECTFUL 

Independent family business 

24-hour personal service 

Private chapels of rest 

Tel: 01242 673 300 

www.alexanderburn.com 

22 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham GL52 8LR 
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Parish Council News  
 

 
SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2021-22 
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We started this municipal year with our final virtual meeting and it is good to be meeting in person in 
the Village Hall again as Covid restrictions have started to ease.  The challenges we faced during 
periods of lockdown have introduced us to new ways of working and hopefully brought the work of 
the Council to a wider audience than before.   

Councillors were pleased to welcome Rebecca Prince onto the Council in September.  Rebecca 
lives in Southam and has detailed knowledge of the local area, having moved here from Cleeve Hill 
where she and her family lived for over 30 years.   

The work of the Council this year has included liaising with Tewkesbury Borough Council on behalf 
of residents on many issues including environmental health and planning enforcement.   We 
continue to liaise with Gloucestershire County Council regarding highways maintenance and this 
year we have also focused on road safety.  Together with members of the Community Speedwatch 
team we met with our Area Highways Representatives in October to put forward the views of 
residents which were gathered from the responses to the road safety survey carried out in April 
2021.  Although there are many legal and financial constraints affecting the implementation of traffic 
calming measures we hope to continue a dialogue with the GCC Highways Team going forward 
and we made a small increase in the precept for 2022/23 with a view to building up a fund towards 
the cost of road safety improvements. 

Following requests from residents we have funded several improvements in the parish this year.  
These include the installation of a new noticeboard on School Lane, a long awaited dog/waste bin 
on the Noverton estate and the replacement of the stile opposite the Ellenborough Park Hotel with 
a new kissing gate.  We are always happy to receive suggestions from residents and we are 
currently looking into the possibility of installing a small shelter at the bus stop on Old Road. 

The Council is a statutory consultee for planning applications and we examined and commented on 
46 applications or amended applications this year.  We are also committed to working with 
residents to protect the Green Belt land in the parish and have made representation to the planning 
authorities on appeals and enforcement issues when deemed necessary.

County Councillor David Gray and Borough Councillor Keja Berliner  were elected last May and we 
thank both of them together with Borough Councillor Mike Dean for their support and for acting as a 
necessary link to the County and Borough Councils respectively.

I would like to thank Edna Smith, Jamie Walsh, and more recently Bill Motion, together with the 
team of distributors for their work on the newsletter, which is a valuable source of information for all 
residents.

Thank you also to Graham Saunders, the Cotswold Warden, for his work in keeping our footpaths 
in good repair and alerting the GCC Rights of Way Team to any work needed.

I would like to thank the Community Speedwatch team for carrying out speed surveys in the village 
when permitted within coronavirus restrictions and for gathering data from the Mobile Vehicle 
Activated Speed Signs on Southam Lane and New Road.  The information that the team gathers is 
invaluable in providing evidence for any discussions with the relevant authorities about the speed of 
vehicles both in the village and across the wider parish.

Continued next page:
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I would like to thank David Jones for his work on the website, councillor emails and the Southam 
information emails which advise the 237 subscribers of local events and other items of local interest. 
 The Village website continues to prove useful in publicising both the role and functions of the Parish 
Council and the activities of local groups and societies.  The Parish Council Facebook page 
continues to attract new followers and acts as a digital noticeboard in sharing information provided 
by other local councils and groups.

A final thank you to my fellow councillors and our Parish Clerk, Liz Dowie, for their input and 
assistance over the past year.
                                                                                                                                                                
 Parish Council Chairman, Mrs A Wood                                                             10 th May 2022

Southam Village Hall

AGM Report 2021/2022

It was great to be back face to face for the Village Hall AGM after 2 years on Zoom.

The Chairman thanked the Committee for all their hard work during the year in making sure the hall 
was ready to reopen again in June 2021 for regular bookers.  Thanks also to David Jones for 
advertising events and helping with the Web Pages and also to John Spicer who helped with 
maintenance in the hall grounds.

Bookings:
We have sadly lost a couple of our regular bookers (Block Fit and the Bridge Club).  However these 
have been replaced by Yoga, Qi gong & Taiji and a New Bridge Club now on Monday.  We are very 
pleased to welcome Southam Gardening Club who have taken a regular slot on the third Thursday 
of the month.  For more details you can find What’s On in Southam Village Hall in the Newsletter, on 
the Southam Today Website and on our Noticeboard. 

Events During the Year:

Southam Village Fete on 31 July to celebrate the ending of Lockdown Restrictions 
Two Film Nights (Fisherman’s Friends and It’s a Wonderful Life )
Regular Monthly Pub Nights 
Christmas Tree Light Switch on
Gold Cup Café which is of course our biggest fund raiser.

Thank you to  everyone who comes along and supports all the events 

If anyone has any ideas or would like to help please contact any of the committee.  There has been 
mention of a regular Coffee Morning which could be hosted by a Village Group.

Work completed over the year:

Pruned the large dead tree by the entrance and changed the gate post.
We were awarded 5 stars following a food hygiene inspection by the local Environmental Health 
Officer.
We now have a card based payment system
Arnie Goldsbrough kindly restored the bench dedicated to George Pockett



 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

12
 

Star Legal Limited Solicitors 
(Incorporating Moore Brown & Dixon LLP) 

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS 

 

 Client Car Park 

 Facilities and 
access for the 
disabled 

 

 

 

 
 Divorce/Family/Collaborative 
 Employment Law 
 Will/Estates/Probate 
 Conveyancing 
 Business: Sales/Purchases/Leases 

 
Offices at: 

69/70 High St, Tewkesbury, GL20 5LE 

tewkesbury@star-legal.co.uk 

www.star-legal.co.uk 

 

Call Us Now – 01684 292341 

Village Hall – extension plans:

Kevin Wilcox showed the amended plans for the proposed extension.  The next steps are to get a 
Quantity Surveyor to estimate costs.  Then we can go to tender for builders.  

Committee:

Parish Council – Adrienne Wood                        Bookings Secretary - Marius van Zyl
WI – Diane Irwin-Singer                                      Secretary – Karen Lennon
Church – Anita Wilcox                                         Committee Member – Susanna Tyrell
Treasurer – Steve Wood                                     Committee Member – Kevin Wilcox

The committee thanked Julie Spicer who stepped down as Vice-Chair after many years of hard 
work.  However, she will still be very involved with helping during village events. 

June-July Events:

Jazz in the Village
Friday 24 June – 8pm - £10

Bar available
Tickets from committee members or

email southamevents@btinternet.com

Pub Night
Friday 22 July 2022 – 7.30pm onwards
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Tewkesbury Borough Council 01684 250 010

Glos CC Roads  -  Hazards & Repairs 01452 425 000

NHS Direct 111

Dental Help Line – info on dental access centers for pain relief 01452 318 858

Care Direct – benefits, appliances and care enquiries 0800 444 000

Vicar - TBC TBC

Village Agent – Oliver Lamb 07701 281 906

Southam Footpaths Coordinator – Anita Wilcox footpaths@southamtoday.org.uk

Southam Webmaster – David Jones 01242 516 187

Neighbourhood Watch – John Donovon 01242 526 011

Southam Village Hall chairsouthamvh@gmail.com

PCSO - Farah Devji-Large    101

Email Addresses

Parish Council (e-mail) clerk@southamtoday.org.uk

Parish Council (facebook) www.facebook.com/southamparishcouncil

Southam Website webmaster@southamtoday.org.uk

Newsletter Editor ednasmith@btinternet.com

Newsletter Production billmn2021@yahoo.com

Facebook www.facebook.com/SouthamVillageCotswolds

Southam Parish Council

Chairman Mrs A Wood 525 966

Clerk Liz Dowie 224 562

Members Carli Burke 07506 120 513

Mr S Lennon 07973 335 427

Karen Licence 07786 911 085

Rebecca Prince 07941 789 996

Mr J Workman 07768 693 807

TBC

Tewkesbury Borough Council

Cllr Keja Berliner 07807 009 898

Mr Mike Dean 07973 138 043

Gloucestershire County Council

Cllr David Gray 07493 211 125

Newsletter Team

Editor Edna Smith 520 137

Production Bill Motion 07583 015 792
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SOPHIE LANE
Mobile Foot Care

Foot Health Practitioner

Tel: 07921 821 805

enquiries@sophielanefhp.co.uk



SOUTHAM WI
First Tuesday of each month

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Village Hall

Visitors Welcome

SOUTHAM ART GROUP

Every Thursday morning 

10.15am to 12.15pm

Village Hall

WHAT’S ON in Southam Village Hall

KEEP FIT – Over 50’s

Classes

Every Wednesday -- 

9.30am to 10.30am

SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MEETS AT 7.30pm, 2nd TUESDAY OF EACH

 MONTH – SOUTHAM VILLAGE HALL

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

Southam Village Hall Reservation procedures:

To book the Village Hall go to the Hire the Hall page on the village website 

(http://www.southamtoday.org.uk/hire-the-hall) and follow the instructions. If you do not have 

internet access please text or call the bookings secretary on 07712 695 207.

2022 HIRE CHARGES
“Occasional Bookings” – for one off bookings - £25/hour 

(£20/hr for Southam residents) £100 deposit

“Regular Bookings” - £12/hour (£10/hr for Southam Residents)

PILATES WITH TINA
Gentle Pilates 

Mondays 10:50am to 11:45am
Email: sportinafitness@gmail.com

Options: Live stream; Face to face pay as you go 
or block booking

Classes Change to Friday on 8th April 22

KEEP FIT – Over 60’s
Classes

Every Wednesday –

10.45am to 12.15pm

YOGA
Every Tuesday – 10.15am to 11.30am

Please Contact Karan:  07587 042 044

Qi Gong & Taiji
Every Tuesday – 12.00 to 2.00pm

Southam Village Gardening Club

Third Thursday of the month 7.30pm start

Friendly monthly meetings, with presentations on a wide range of gardening topics

All are welcome and neither garden knowledge nor green fingers are required
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BRIDGE CLUB
First and Third Monday of the 
month, starting on the 4th of 
April 2022
7.00 – 10.30pm

http://www.southamtoday.org.uk/hire-the-hall
mailto:sportinafitness@gmail.com
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